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Press Release
SWTF 2018: ITALIAN EXHIBITION GROUP OPENS THE SHANGHAI WORLD TRAVEL FORUM 
AND ANTICIPATES GLOBAL TOURISM MARKET TRENDS
 “The Latest Consumer Trends” by IEG inaugurated the workshop and seminar program 
at Shanghai World Travel Forum, being held today, Thursday 24th May 2018 

SWTF, 24-27 May 2018, Shanghai Exhibition Center, www.worldtravelfair.com.cn 
Rimini, 24th May 2018 – Today, The Latest Consumer Trends, the event held by ITALIAN EXHIBITION GROUP (IEG) dedicated to consumer profiles and emerging trends that will revolutionize the global tourism scenario, inaugurated the program of events at the 2018 Shanghai World Travel Forum in the context of the 15th edition of the Shanghai World Travel Fair (SWTF), the leading expo in China, being held until 27th May at Shanghai Exhibition Center. 

Co-organized by Shanghai Municipal Tourism Administration and Europe Asia Global Link Exhibitions (EAGLE) -  the joint-venture by IEG and VNU Exhibitions Asia -  in collaboration with Shanghai International Convention & Exhibition Corp. Ltd, SWTF is a showcase for the sector’s professionals, who make contact with 750 exhibitors from 53 countries and regions, as well as 15,000 trade members and 50,000 visitors. 

At the inauguration of SWTF, the opening speech was by Emanuele Guido, responsible for international and national business development with IEG, and Chairman of EAGLE, followed by greetings from Mr. Özgür AYTÜRK, tourism counsellor of the Turkish embassy in Shanghai. Guido described the new features and content of an event that through the years has set the benchmark for excellence on China's tourism scenario. Participants included Ms. Weiwan Xu, chairperson of Shanghai Municipal Tourism Administration, Mr. Greg Li, vice president of VNU Exhibitions Asia, Mr. Stefano Beltrame, Italian Consul General in Shanghai, and Maria Ludovica Murazzani, Italian consul in Shanghai. 
Travel&Hospitality Industry Vision - the study carried out by IEG - highlighted a growing demand for tailor-made journeys, as well as a search for authenticity in real relations, not virtual ones, with the sector’s experts, who support clients in the choice and preparation of tailor-made journeys. A tool and guide for the trade members, the study emphasizes IEG’s role in the tourist industry as a provider of unique quality contents and strategic information for companies that want to be competitive in the global tourism universe.
IEG’s next appointment in China with the EAGLE joint-venture is at the Travel Trade Market (TTM), from 5th to 7th September 2018 in Chengdu, Sichuan, a purely B2B event dedicated to Chinese inbound and outbound tourism, with buyers from all over the world. For IEG, EAGLE represents a hub for the Far East markets, particularly in the tourism sector, which the Group covers with the leading tourism business expo TTG Travel Experience (Rimini Expo Centre, 10-12 October 2018). 

* * *

FOCUS ON ITALIAN EXHIBITION GROUP SPA:  
Italian Exhibition Group S.p.A. (IEG) is Italy’s first trade fair and convention organizer for profitability and for events organized directly and owned by the organizers, with the Rimini and Vicenza expo centres, Rimini’s Palacongressi and Vicenza Convention Centre. The group, which is presided over by Lorenzo Cagnoni, with Matteo Marzotto as vice president and Ugo Ravanelli as managing director, closed 2017 with a consolidated turnover of 130.7 million Euros, a EBITDA of 23.2 million and a consolidated net profit of 9.1 million. IEG has 59 expos in its portfolio, (including the Food & Beverage, Green, Technology, Entertainment, Tourism, Transport, Wellness, Jewellery and Fashion, Lifestyle & Innovation sectors), and a total of 280 events and congresses. In 2017, IEG attracted a total of 15,649 exhibitors and 2,648,675 visitors, at its Rimini and Vicenza-based exhibition and congress facilities. IEG operates worldwide, with branches in the United Arab Emirates, United States, China, India and South America. www.iegexpo.it 
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